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City Invites Innovative Ideas from Potential Partners on  
Future of Victoria Fire Department Headquarters  

Date:  Tuesday, February 17, 2015 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC – The Victoria Fire Department’s headquarters, located at 1234 Yates Street, is reaching the 
end of its lifespan and needs to be renovated or replaced. The City of Victoria is reaching out to the market 
over the next 10 weeks through an informal market sounding to seek innovative ideas and potential interest in 
partnering with the City on opportunities for 1234 and 1240 Yates Street.  
 

“We’re opening the door to generate ideas – the more creative the better,” said Mayor Lisa Helps. “We’re using 
a 21st century, collaborative approach to foster innovation and to connect with potential partners in the private, 
commercial, emergency services and non-profit sectors.” 

The current headquarters building, built in 1958 and known as Fire Station No. 1, is home to a fuel station  
and 14 apparatus, as well as the Department’s administration, maintenance, emergency communications and 
dispatch, fire prevention, investigation and community education divisions, and the Victoria Emergency 
Management Agency. The current location of Fire Station No. 1, in combination with Fire Stations 2 (650 
Michigan Street) and 3 (740 Bay Street), serve the Fire Department well in providing City-wide fire protection 
coverage. 
 
Over the years, the Department’s operations have changed and expanded, and have outgrown the current 
space. Vehicle bays require alterations to allow for the size of the most recently purchased apparatus, and 
emergency power is insufficient. In addition, the building is not constructed to post-disaster seismic standards, 
potentially impacting the ability for fire trucks to respond in the event of a major earthquake.  
 
Several fire departments across North America provide examples of how they have partnered with non-
traditional uses to develop mixed-used buildings such as a fire hall and a library, a community/recreation 
centre, and a school or condominium housing. There is also an opportunity for other emergency response 
agencies to partner with the City.  

Possible options could include the City partnering to renovate the current building or construct a new building or 
additional buildings: at the existing headquarters location at 1234 Yates Street; at 1234 and 1240 Yates Street 
(a City-owned property which currently houses the Boys and Girls Club but will soon be vacated); at a different 
City-owned property; or at a property newly obtained through renting, a purchase, land-swap or partnership. 
 
The market sounding is an informal process enabling potential partners to learn more and initiate discussions 
with the City. Site tours of the Victoria Fire Department’s headquarters and 1240 Yates Street can be made 
available to interested parties. To discuss potential ideas or to learn more about this opportunity, email  
Susanne Thompson, Director of Finance, at sthompson@victoria.ca. The market sounding will close on  
Friday, April 17, 2015 at 4 p.m.  
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The Victoria Fire Department has a proud and distinguished history of protecting its citizens dating back to 
1858. It delivers fire and rescue services, fire prevention education, and emergency management to the Capital 
City of the province of British Columbia.  
 
For more information and a copy of the Victoria Fire Department Headquarters Market Sounding (#15-008) 
document, visit www.victoria.ca/EN/main/departments/fire.html. 
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For More Information: 

 
Katie Hamilton 
Director, Citizen Engagement and Strategic Planning 
Office: 250.361.0210 Cellular: 250.217.8343 
 


